
Dual Citizenship 

Philippians 3:20-21  

Romans 13:1-8 

Acts 4:19-20 & 5:29 

 



  

1. What are our responsibilities                           
as citizens of heaven? 

2. What are our responsibilities                           
as citizens of the earth? 

3. What do we do when these                      
responsibilities clash? 



I. Our Responsibilities as  
Citizens of Heaven 

Philippians 3:20: For our citizenship is in 
heaven, from which we also eagerly wait for 
the Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ 

 

A. How did we become citizens of Heaven?  
  

 



John 3:3-7  

Jesus answered and said to him, “Most assuredly, I 
say to you, unless one is born again, he cannot 
see the kingdom of God.”  

4Nicodemus said to Him, “How can a man be born 
when he is old? Can he enter a second time into 
his mother’s womb and be born?”  

5Jesus answered, “Most assuredly, I say to you, 
unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he 
cannot enter the kingdom of God.  

6That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that 
which is born of the Spirit is spirit.  

7Do not marvel that I said to you, ‘You must be 
born again.’ 



1 Peter 1:3 & 4 
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, who according to His abundant mercy 
has begotten us again to a living hope 
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from 
the dead. 

4to an inheritance incorruptible and undefiled 
and that does not fade away, reserved in 
heaven for you… 



1 Peter 1:23  
…having been born again, not of corruptible 

seed but of incorruptible, through the word 
of God which lives and abides forever. 

 

B. We represent our King while on earth as 
citizens of Heaven. 

   

 



2 Corinthians 5:17 & 20  
Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new 

creation; old things have passed away; 
behold, all things have become new. 

V. 20, Now then, we are ambassadors for 
Christ, as though God were pleading through 
us: we implore you on Christ’s behalf, be 
reconciled to God. 



C. We are to live on earth in a manner 
that causes others to glorify our King 

Matthew 5:16 - Let your light so shine before 
men, that they may see your good works 
and glorify your Father in heaven.   

 



Philippians 2:15-16 
That you may become blameless and harmless, 

children of God without fault in the midst of 
a crooked and perverse generation, among 
whom you shine as lights in the world, 

16holding fast the word of life, so that I may 
rejoice in the day of Christ that I have not 
run in vain or labored in vain. 



D. The Citizens of Heaven should be 
easily identified on earth because of 

how they live, dress and talk. 

-The fruit of the Spirit:  

 Love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, 
 goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and 
 self-control. (Galatians 6:22-23) 



II. Our Responsibilities as Citizens of 
Earth. (Romans 13:1-8) 

A. Citizens of heaven should model good 
citizenship on earth. 

B. We are to be subject to leaders of the land.  

C. We are to pay our taxes (v.6) – Jesus did! 
(Matt. 17:24) 



D. We are to show respect to our 
leaders (v.7) 

Render…taxes to whom taxes are due, customs 
to whom customs, fear to whom fear, honor 
to whom honor.  

E. We are also to pray for those who have 
authority over us.  



1 Timothy 2:1-2 
“Supplications, prayers, intercessions, and 

giving of thanks be made for all men, 2for 
kings and all who are in authority…   

that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in 
all godliness and reverence.   



III. What Do We Do When These 
Responsibilities Clash? (Acts 4:19-20; 5:29) 

A. Earthly authorities sometimes oppose the 
work of God – what then?   

B. The lame man at the temple was healed 
(Acts 3:1-8).  



Acts 3:19 
Repent therefore and be converted, that your 

sins may be blotted out, so that times of 
refreshing may come from the presence of 
the Lord… 

  

C. Angry leaders demanded Peter and John to 
stop preaching.  



Acts 4:4 
However, many of those who heard the word 

believed; and the number of the men came 
to be about five thousand. 

 

D. These disciples had been commissioned to 
tell people of God’s Love and the message of 
the Gospel.   



Act 4:19-20 
Peter and John answered and said to them, 

“Whether it is right in the sight of God to 
listen to you more than to God, you judge. 

20For we cannot but speak the things which we 
have seen and heard.” 

 



Acts 5:29 

“We ought to obey God 

rather than men.” 


